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" Area Pitches In to Send

By LBasbira Bowman
\Vsahlns:oq\_?o.sf Stafl _Wl‘ltﬂ." »
The. husband, of LaVerne G.
:West played.in the 1922 Rose Bowl,

his,memory. Kim-Heatherington, a
member . of;an,, Alexandria high-

Cynthia Mendelson of Capitol Hill
rememnbered her college trips to the
Rogse Bowl and made a donation. .

. From Baltimore to Norfolk, and
from the Washington communities
of Brookland to far Southeast, hun-
dreds of people:are contributing to
send the :€ardozo High School
Marching - Band-to Pasadena for
the Rose Bowl parade New Year’s::
Day. = b e o s

The reputation for showmanships
of the brassy and high-stepping
175-member band ‘earned it the-
first invitation ever extended fo-a=
Washington area high school to play”
and march in the prestigious pa=3}
rade, long an American institution:

* Cardozo needs $119,000 to make=

‘the trip, and so far has raised aboub;

$75,000 — more than half of that '

in small contributions. The money.
will be used‘to pay- travel, lodging:
and meal expenses and to buy new’
wpurple, white and gold uniforms.
'"The band currently has only 85 uni-
“forms, and “they are patched and
faded, "L oo e
Rose Bowl Parade invitations are
“coveted by marching bands."”"

“In the-parade business, that’s

number “one -or- tied for number
one” with the Orange Bowl parade;
said Kenneth Bloomquist, presi-;
dent of the National Band" Asso-
ciation. The association’s members
are mostly high school band direc-
tors' Lo TP e

Cardozo High, filling the entire
block of Clifton Street NW, be-
tween 11th-and 13th,is a- block

-from riot-scarred 14th Street NwW
and is surrounded by a’ neighbor-;
hood usually associated with heavy.
drug traffic, high crime and .run-
down housing. ‘Its neighbor is the
long-troubled 385-unit Clifton Ter-
race Apartments complex:.eud, 4
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Cardoso Band to Big Time |

. But thé band, under the guidance
~of Robert Gill, has flourished and

the task of getting the band to Cal-
“ifornia has become a Washington- |

area hometown cause. :

1ot “For once something positive has
;Q‘appened and people are.happy to
® Sbe something positive come out of
the [District} school system,”, said
Vi-Curtis Hinton, seated at her din-
ing room 'table surrounded by let-.
‘ters and checks. A 1938 Cardozo
graduate and respected fund-raiset |
“for local nonprofit causes, Hinton.
volunteered to work for her alma;
mater and head the fund-raising
committee. - - - s
Cardozo principal Waverly Jones
agreed. “The public schools have re-
ceived so much criticism because
of so-called incompetency, but we
have maintained that there are
many good things and now we can
highlight one of those good things
‘and the media have joined.in.”

" More than 1,000 individual con-
“tributions have been received with
about one-third coming from Mary-
Jand and Virginia residents.

__This’ spirit- comes through' in
Jpany. of. the handwritten notes
:‘t’ucked in. with the checks:-

'V “We want Cardozo to beat thuse
¢ drums and step higher- than -any
hand for they represent D.C. and-
we are somebody”.-. .*“What you are ;
doing as youny. organized musicians:
and steppers is positive anclzpro- |
aressive” . T went to. Ohio State.
University and I know the excite-’
qent of the Rose Bowl” - osini
Others simply say, “Good. luck,

we are proud of you” "' oo
Some of the letters come from
as far away as California and Mex-
ico. Some misspell Cardozo. And
some come with no return address
“so contributors cannot be. thanked.
- Although only 85 band members
appear at events because that's all’
the "uniforms they have, Gill-said}
the band is now reaping the benefits |
“of -the many appearances- it.-has{
made at~Redskin games and other.

‘to contribute $250-toward their trip
‘and ‘néw uniforms, Gill said. Sixty-.
“five of the students have paid in

 vices fund, civic associations, church ;
_ groups and music lovers. ..
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The financially. strapped public
school system’ is not contributing
any money directly to the trip, but
Superintendent Vincent E. Reed.
has. worked with' private * organi-’
zations to help raise tunds.
 The students have. been. asked

full” while 100 have madé partial J
payrents, he said. ;00 o e
" Contributors to the band include-
D.C. Mayor Marion..Barry, . who
gave $300 from his constituent ser-:

Sen. “S.1." Hayakawa (R-Calif)
sent a contribution. So did CIA di-
rector Stansfield Turner and some:

~school board.

" Region V  Advisory Council, the-

- Kappa Alpha_sorority have each 4

* organization of department .store

_the contributors lists thereare doz.3

events throughout the area in the
last 10 years, e et

members of the City-Council and .

NPV PR

_Almost $30,000 has come from-
contributions exceeding $500, in-
cluding $2,000 each from the He-
chinger company, McDonald’s, the:

Strong Foundation and The Wash-
ington Post. Xerox and the Alpha |

given $l,000.jf e E s

The largest single contribution ]
— $4,000 — has - come from. the ]
Black Retailers Action Group, an

executives, but Kiwanis-Club mem-4
hers have given a total-of. $8,000:3
But for every well-known name on
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“I had one woman who sent me
50 ¢ents,” said Hinton, whose fund -4
# et : e e
raising- committee mailed “out” 15,
000 letters asking for help.” . .4
L o e e e © o U
- "We're very gra_i;ztuk for the small4
contributions,” she’said. “Wesdon't

care how small they: are.”,... wwwdy




